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BOARD OF EDUCATION 

CORRY AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

September 13, 2021 
 

 

 

A Regular Board Meeting of the Corry Area Board of School Directors was held on 

Monday, September 13, 2021, in the Middle-High School Cafeteria.  President Doris 

Gernovich called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  

 

The Board met in Executive Session on Monday, September 13, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. to 

review advice from the district solicitor.   

 

 

ROLL CALL Present:   Directors:  Amy L. Allen, Joel A. Cook, Amanda J. Cox, Joseph A. 

Frisina, Doris P. Gernovich, Jason D. Halfast, William A. Nichols, 

Deborah A. Wood (via phone) 

 

 Excused: L. Jon Maker 

 

Also Present: Sheri L. Yetzer – Superintendent, Brenda L. Clabbatz – Business 

Manager; William West – Director of Secondary Education; Daniel Daum 

– Director of Elementary Education; Kelly Cragg – High School Principal; 

Andy Passinger – Assistant High School Principal; Teresa Pearce – 

Elementary Principal; Melissa Nuhfer –Elementary Principal; Sud Bogert 

– Supervisor of Vocational Education; Mike Munsee – Director of 

Buildings & Grounds 

 

 Media:    Jordan Schrecengost – Corry Journal  
 

 Guests:  Kenneth Stage, Brad Russell, Danielle Elchynski, Marcell Dyne, Rex 

Messenger, Richard Kolash, Tyson Breauchy, Amy Breauchy, Desiree 

Simmonsen, Katie Hutchison, Brenda Moon, Rick Lester, Sue Lester, 

Jamie Ditzler, Jackie Joy, Laura Fisher, Mandi Johnson, Mike Daniels, 

Valerie Toplovich, Jason Monn, Joy Polcaster, Jim Wood, Dawn Taylor, 

Julie Wegmiller, Jessie Lindsey, Dave Lindsey, Beth Dean, David (Craig) 

Dean, Conner Dean, Steve Drake 

 

                                                       

MOMENT OF SILENCE/ 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

APPROVED 

AGENDA  

 

MOTION by Director Frisina and seconded by Director Cook to approve the agenda for 

September 13, 2021. 
 

YEAS:  Directors: YEAS:  Directors:  Allen, Cook, Cox, Frisina, Gernovich, Halfast, Nichols, Wood 
 

NAYS:  None. 
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APPROVED 

MINUTES 

6/14/2021 and 

6/28/2021 

 

MOTION by Director Cox and seconded by Director Nichols to approve the Minutes of the 

Regular Meeting on August 9, 2021 and the Regular Meeting on August 23, 2021. 

 

YEAS:  Directors:     YEAS:  Directors:  Allen, Cook, Cox, Frisina, Gernovich, Halfast, Nichols, Wood 
 

NAYS:  None. 

 

  

PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

 

Senior High Student Council members, Rose Molthan and Sierra Geer provided an update and 

information on Spirit Week and Homecoming activities. 

 

Brad Russell (Corry City Council Member) presented information on a proposed city-wide 

LERTA program covering Commercial/Industrial and Residential Properties.  Mr. Russell 

highlighted key details of LERTA as well as a brief history of LERTA in Erie.  The next step is 

to have a joint public meeting with the City and the School District in October to present the 

proposal and then adopt the final provisions.  After two readings of the proposal, the City 

would hope to launch the program in January 2022. 

 

PUBLIC 

COMMENT 

 

 

Danielle Elchynski (Topic: Masks) – Mrs. Elchynski distributed and spoke about several 

articles she found on the Internet supporting her request to the School Board that they create 

their own policy on face masks. 

 

The following members of the community expressed concerns regarding the mandated face 

covering order: Dawn Taylor, Julie Wegmiller, David (Craig) Dean, Kenneth Stage, Jessie 

Lindsey, Beth Dean, Joy Polcaster, Marcelle Dyne, Danielle Elchynski. 

   

STAFF 

COMMENT 

Mr. West introduced and welcomed Richard Kolash who is on the agenda for consideration as 

a Secondary Special Education Teacher. 

 

 
APPROVED 

PROPERTY 

TAX EXEMPTION 

MOTION by Director Frisina and seconded by Director Cox to approve request for tax 

exemption per Department of Military and Veterans Affairs on property Identified as CY-006-

734300-000, owned by Robert & Charlotte August, 44 Thom Run Lane, Spring Creek, PA 

16436.  

 

YEAS:  Directors: Allen, Cook, Cox, Frisina, Gernovich, Halfast, Nichols, Wood 
 

NAYS:  None. 

 

 
APPROVED 

PER CAPITA 

EXONERATIONS 

(2021) 

MOTION by Director Nichols and seconded by Director Wood to approve the 2021 Per Capita 

Tax Exonerations. 

 

YEAS:  Directors: Allen, Cook, Cox, Frisina, Gernovich, Halfast, Nichols, Wood 
 

NAYS:  None. 
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APPROVED 

DISPOSAL OF 

OBSOLETE 

TEXT BOOKS 

MOTION by Director Frisina and seconded by Director Cook to approve the disposal of 

obsolete text books. 

  

YEAS:  Directors: Allen, Cook, Cox, Frisina, Gernovich, Halfast, Nichols, Wood 
 

NAYS:  None. 

 

 

APPROVED 

FIELD TRIP 

MOTION by Director Nichols and seconded by Director Frisina to approve the following Field 

Trip Request: 

     Varsity Cross Country (14-16 students)  September 24-25, 2021 

     PIAA Foundation Meet    Hershey PA  

     Under the Supervision of:    Ryan Kelly & Erica Bayle 

 

YEAS:  Directors: YEAS:   Allen, Cook, Cox, Frisina, Gernovich, Halfast, Nichols, Wood 
 

NAYS:  None. 

 

 

APPROVED 

PERSONNEL 

ITEMS 

 

MOTION by Director Cook and seconded by Director Nichols to approve the following 

Personnel items: 

1. The appointment of Richard Kolash – Secondary Special Education Teacher – effective 

September 20, 2021 at a prorated salary of $57,604.00, M+30 (Step 8). 

2. The appointment of Loretta L. Murphy – Long Term Substitute Elementary Special 

Education Teacher – effective October 6, 2021 through January 7, 2022 (anticipated 58 

days) at a prorated salary of $48,635.00 Master’s Step 1 (Meghan Heil LOA). 

3. The resignation of Harold R. Middleton – Grade II Custodian – for the purpose of 

retirement, effective December 31, 2021. 

4. The resignation of Tonja J. Messinger – Business Assistant/Receptionist – for the 

purpose of retirement, effective December 3, 2021. 

5. The resignation of Meghan Heil as Head Softball Coach, effective September 18, 2021. 

6. The resignation of Valerie Watrous as Media/Marketing Assistant Coordinator, effective 

immediately. 

7. The resignation of Erin L. Marsh - Grade I Cafeteria - effective August 30, 2021 (to 

accept the position of Grade III Paraprofessional). 

8. The appointment of Erin Marsh – Grade III Paraprofessional – effective August 31, 2021, 

at $15.15 per hour.  

9. The appointment of Jamie Mealy – Grade I Cafeteria – effective September 1, 2021 at 

$13.12 per hour. 

10. The request for Extended Leave of Absence from Melissa Higley – Elementary Teacher 

– beginning January 3, 2022 through March 25, 2022 (anticipated 58 days). 

11. The appointment of Megan Pound as New Teacher Mentor (Richard Kolash) for the 

2021/22 school year at a supplemental pay of $260.00. 

12. The following additions to the Service Personnel Substitute List for the 2021/22 school 

year: 

Stacey Johnson 

Holly Fromknecht 
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APPROVED 

PERSONNEL 

ITEMS (cont’d) 

 

APPROVED the following Personnel Items (cont’d): 

 

13. The appointment of the following Supplemental positions for the 2021/22 school year: 

 

 

 

 

14. The following Category I Volunteers for the 2021/22 school year: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15. The following Bus Drivers for the 2021/22 school year (employed by D & R 

Transportation): 

 
Darlene Reynolds 

Robb Reynolds 

 

YEAS:  Directors: Allen, Cook, Cox, Frisina, Gernovich, Halfast, Nichols, Wood 
 

NAYS:  None. 

 

Kimberly Smrcka Elementary Drama Director $822.00 (Step 1) 

Monica Marsh Senior Class Co-Advisor $819.50 (Step 1) 

Stacey Reynolds Senior Class Co-Advisor $819.50 (Step 1) 

William Saborsky Girls Basketball 

Karalee Kemp Girls Basketball 

Larry Harrington Wrestling 

Brad Allen Football 

Joseph Nickerson Football 

  
OTHER 

MATTERS BY 

BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Director Frisina inquired about the Chevy truck for scrap (Mrs. Bogert stated it will be 

scrapped next week).  He also asked why the Rec Football team was transported by bus to an 

away game but the Rec Cheerleaders had to provide their own transportation (Mr. West replied 

that the Rec Football program is a district sponsored program while the Cheerleader program is 

a non-district sponsored program, similar to Little League, Corry Kids Wrestling, Corry Otters 

Swimming, etc.). 

 

Director Cox stated that she very much appreciates the public for sharing their concerns and 

especially for being respectful.  She believes that everyone is doing what they believe to be in 

the best interest for the safety of our children. 

 

Director Allen stated that she is torn, being a parent of kids who attend school here, as well as 

being a volunteer and an elected Board member.  She stated there is a lot that goes into the 

decisions being made.  She also thanked the parents who spoke and appreciates the time they 

have put into researching the mask mandate.  She will continue to review the information they 

presented. 

 

President Gernovich thanked everyone for their polite comments and thanked our 

Administration for working diligently to ensure the health and safety of our children.   

 

President Gernovich asked to move the September 27, 2021 meeting to September 20, 2021.  

Everyone present agreed and that change will be advertised in the newspaper, as well as on the 

District’s website. 
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OTHER 

MATTERS BY 

BUSINESS 

MANAGER 

 

 

 

Mrs. Clabbatz shared that the local auditors are here this week to conduct the audit of the 

2020/21 school year.  They will present their findings in October.  The field lighting project is 

complete and ready for the homecoming game this Friday. 

 

OTHER 

MATTERS BY 

SUPERINTENDENT 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Yetzer shared concerns about the treatment of some of our fans and student athletes at the 

North East football game last week.  Our Athletic Director, Mike Daniels, reached out to the 

AD at North East and shared those concerns.  Mrs. Yetzer also spoke with Dr. Hartzel 

(Superintendent of North East).  Dr. Hartzel responded with a letter of apology which Mrs. 

Yetzer read. 

 

ADJOURNMENT MOTION by Director Frisina and seconded by Director Cook to adjourn the Regular Board 

Meeting at 8:20 p.m. 

 

YEAS:  Directors: Allen, Cook, Cox, Frisina, Gernovich, Halfast, Nichols, Wood 
 

NAYS:  None. 

 

 

 


